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Barbara Richardson 
 
I am delighted to be the de Laszlo medal winner for 
2007, and look forward to having a group of my 
paintings on show at our 2008 RBA exhibition. 
 
I exhibit work regularly with the Red Rag Gallery, the 
Spa in Tunbridge Wells and at The Russell Gallery in 
Putney.  I am a recently elected member of the Small 
Paintings Group and my work is included in their twice 
yearly exhibitions.  This September I am also exhibiting 
with Langham Fine Art, in Suffolk. 
 

 

 
 

Candlelit Supper 
 
Our supper was held on Saturday 26

th
 May this year, 

marking the end of our exhibition.  It was a very 
enjoyable evening that was very well attended by 90 
people, including members, gallery owners, de Laszlo 
Association members and exhibiting non members.  
Many thanks to James Horton for playing so beautifully 
his guitar as people arrived, and an excellent buffet was 
provided by outside caterers.  Afterwards Romeo made 
a speech praising the success of the annual exhibition, 
congratulating the prize winners and thanking those 
sponsors who were present.                                 
                                                            Judith Gardner 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
From the President 
 

I am pleased to report that the standard of work 
submitted for the 290th annual exhibition by Members 
and non Members was of a very high quality. The 
exhibition attracted many favourable comments from the 
visiting public, gallery owners, staff of the Federation 
and our Sponsors. The Council and I were particularly 
pleased with the increase in sales which by far 
surpassed those in the recent history of the Society. 
Council Members and I have commented on the 
harmony, friendship and willingness displayed by 
Members to move the Society forward. This new 
impetus was clearly demonstrated during the Candlelit 
Supper which attracted record numbers. The evening 
was enriched by our Vice President James Horton 
playing the guitar.  
  
I am particularly pleased to report that we have 
successfully negotiated with Damon de Laszlo the 
awarding of a new silver medal together with a £1000 
prize to continue to honour the memory of his 
Grandfather and our past President. Much is owed to 
our Trustee Carole Hubble for finally securing the above. 
John Martin was the first to benefit and Barbara 
Richardson was chosen by the members at the AGM to 
be the 2007 recipient. 
  
Good news too on the sponsorship front - new prizes 
from Michael Harding, The Russell Gallery, The Red 
Rag Gallery, Sarah Samuels Fine Art, Frinton Framers 
and The West Rise Junior Academy. 
  
Council and I tried a new initiative in inviting non 
Members of Council to join the Prize Awarding Sub 
Committee. This proved successful and I thank 
Jacqueline Rizvi and Bridget Moore for their 
contribution. Congratulations to all the prize winners and 
newly elected Members.                 
                                                       Romeo di Girolamo 
 
 

Newly elected members of the RBA 
 

         CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
         Sue Campion 
         Katy Ellis 
         Martin Leman 
         Colin Orchard 
         Lawrence Sparey 
         Robert Wells 

 

Royal Society of British Artists 
 

 www.the-rba.org.uk   
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

óCherriesô, oil on board, 10"x10İ".  Barbara Richardson. 
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                 Award Winners at the 2007 Annual Exhibition 
 

Astor College for the Arts Award  Arthur Lockwood 
Artist Magazine Award    Malcolm Ashman 
Daler-Rowney Painting Award   Gillian Roberts 
Davison Award (oil painting)   Colin Orchard 
De Laszlo Award     Barbara Richardson 
Edward Wesson Award  
(watercolour)     Wladyslaw Mirecki 
Frinton Gallery Award    Jeremy Barlow 
Gordon Hulson Memorial Prize   Ann Heat 
G. Vivis Memorial Award    Geoffrey Chatten 
Michael Harding Artists oil Colour Award David Eustace 

Andrew Macara 
Marianne Von Werther Memorial Award  Alex Duncan 
RBA Sculpture Award    Clive Duncan 
Red Rag Gallery Award    Anthony Yates 
Russell Gallery Award    Ann Heat 
Sarah Samuels Award    Chris Myers 
St.Cuthberts Mill Award    Caroline McAdam Clark 
Surdivall Memorial Award   Peter Newsome 
A&K Wilson Gallery Award   Alan Lambirth 
Winsor & Newton Painting Award  Akash Bhatt 
Woodhay Gallery Award    Gerald Cains 
West Rise Academy    Peter Weaver 
 

 

Alfred Daniels 
Danny showed paintings at Henley with the RBA in July 
and he had a painting in the RA Summer exhibition.  
This September he has a painting in the Singer & 
Friedlander/Sunday Times competition at the Mall and 
will continue to show with the RWS. 
 

Next year he is to have a show at the Russell Gallery in 
Putney when his paintings will be about the changing 
face of his city and titled óLost London, saved London, 
London today.ô  Danny will be sharing the exhibition with 
Julian Bailey. 
 

In May Danny gave a talk at the Langham Sketching 
Club, on the occasion he was awarded a bursary.  The 
Artists Society óFor General Study from the Lifeô was 
founded in 1838 and Danny has been a member since 
1991-2 when his teaching at Sir John Cass disappeared 
when the Art School declined to become a university 
and sacked their part time tutors. 
 
Danny added that the only other RBA to be a member of 
the Langham was Gordon Hales, a lovely man and a 
regular exhibitor at the Summer Show, who died in the 
ó90s. 
 

Nick Tidnam 
Nick is showing at the Suruchi Gallery in New Delhi, 
India with James Horton for two weeks from 12

th
 

September, and from 8
th
 to 29

th
 September at the 

Pantiles Edge Gallery in Tunbridge Wells in a mixed  
media show of artists work from Kent and Sussex along 
with Guy Portelli and Andy Wood. 
 

 

Judith Gardner 
 

Judith exhibited work at Henley with the RBA, and with 
the Small Paintings Group at the Russell Gallery, Lower 
Richmond Road, Putney from 6

th
 to 22

nd
 September.  

Judith has work at Langham Fine Art from 29
th
 

September to 4
th
 October. 

 
Next year Judith is to have a one man show at the 
Russell Gallery from 8

th
 to 26

th
 May. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
óGarden Snow, Early Evening Lightô   
oil on board, 17"x13". 

Judith Gardner 
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Dennis Syrett, PROI, RSMA, RBA 
 

Fifty new works by Dennis were on show at his recent 
highly successful exhibition at the Catto Gallery in 
Hampstead. 
 
Paintings of New York featured prominently in the show, 
with smaller sections devoted to Barbados, the 
Dordogne and St. Petersburg. 
 
Dennis also showed work with the ROI in their Spring 
Exhibition at the Whittington Fine Art Gallery in Henley 
on Thames, and the Hawker Gallery in Amersham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peter Kelly 
 

Peter had work with the Small Paintings Group when 
they held their exhibition at Piers Feetham Gallery in 
Fulham Road in February and will be showing with  
the Group at the Russell Gallery in Putney from 
September 6

th
 to 22

nd 
.  He has a picture in the 

Singer/Friedlander and twelve paintings in Art London 
which opens in October. 
 
Peterôs one man show this autumn at John Adam 
Gallery has now been postponed to sometime in 2008. 
 

Trevor Frankland   
 

Trevor will be showing work at the RWS, Bankside 
gallery in their autumn Exhibition óTaking Risksô from 
11

th
 October for four weeks, and with the London Group 

at the Bridge Art Fair,Trafalgar Hotel, Trafalgar Square 
from 11

th
 ï 14

th
 October.  Later in the year, he will have 

work in the London Group open exhibition, at the Menier 
Gallery (the old Chocolate factory), 51 Southwark Street, 
to be in two shows running, the first from 7

th
 ï 16

th
 and  

second from 21
st 

- 30
th
 November. 

 

Ronald Morgan 
 

Ronald showed work with the Small Paintings Group at 
the Piers Feetham Gallery and will have work in the 
Russell Gallery Group show this September.  He also 
had a painting in the RA Summer Show and in May with 
the ROI at the Hawker Gallery. 
 

John McCombs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
It has been a busy summer for RBA Member John 
McCombs.  He had his óSummer Exhibitionô entitled 
óPaintings of Delph; The People and the Placeô at his 
own gallery in Delph which took in the prestigious 
Saddleworth Arts Festival.  Also he joined other 
Members of the Manchester Academy of Fine Arts in an 
exhibition at the Colin Jellicoe Gallery in Manchester 
and exhibited with the Saddleworth Group of Artists, of 
which he is President, in a three months óshowcaseô 
exhibition at Gallery Oldham.  He organised a óFestival 
Exhibitionô for his evening class members which 
celebrated Johnôs teaching art to adult students in 
Saddleworth for forty years since 1967.  Some of the 
events triggered radio and television appearances in the 
North West and the June/July issue of óInternational 
Artistô Magazine carries an eight page feature about 
Johnôs work and his advice to aspiring artists. 
 

Cinzia Bonada 
 

Cinzia will be having work in the Hesketh Hubbard 
Exhibition from 23

rd
 to 28

th
 July and at the Russell 

Gallery with the Small Paintings Group which will run 
from Thursday 6

th
 to 22

nd
 September, with the Private 

View on the 6
th
.  The Gallery hours during the show will 

be from Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5.30pm

 

óVisions Jazz Club, Greenwich Villageô oil on canvas  

51 x 41 cm.  Dennis Syrett. 

 

óSeated Figure, 
Readingô oil  
23.2 x 25 cm.   

John McCombs. 

óSunset, Montepuleianoô  oil, 7"x 14" 

Cinzia Bonada. 
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Laura Hardy  
 
After seven years as a prize-winning and dedicated 
nurse at The Royal Free Hospital, Lauraôs life as a 
painter began in 1955 when she became an art student 
at the Regent Street Polytechnic at the age of 26.  It was 
as a medical illustrator that she got her foot in the door 
of the Poly, but her talent was recognised by a 
sympathetic principal and her course was changed to 
fine art. 
 
Laura was now in the world she had longed to be in and 
progressed so well under the guidance of Norman 
Blamey and other working painters of that time that after 
two years she obtained a place at the Slade School 
under William Coldstream. 
 
During this time she worked as a private nurse to 
augment her meagre grant, living in Londonôs bed-sitter 
land but fortune smiled when by chance she found a 
small basement apartment at 76 Charlotte Street, once 
the home of John Constable, where the atmosphere was 
redolent of art, music and Fitzrovian Bohemia.  The 
owner was a lady whose daughter Gwyneth was a 
painter, like her father Augustus John.  But for Laura this 
was just incidental to the ambient charm of the house 
where the aristocracy of art and music ruled regardless 
of the trials of everyday life. 
 
In 1960 Laura was awarded the Slade Diploma and 
devoted the next seven years to painting.  She was 
represented at The Young Contemporaries exhibitions, 
The London Group and showed regularly at the RA 
Summer Shows, selling her paintings year by year.  In 
1966 she and her husband bought a large Georgian 
house in Bath to give her the space to work and it was at 
this time that three galleries were offering to hang her 
paintings and one was offering her a one-man show. 
 
The exhibition took place in 1968 at the Woodstock 
Gallery.  In the meantime she was also still exhibiting 
and selling at the Summer Show and elsewhere.  By the 
time she returned to London in 1973 with a second child, 
Gareth, her work was hanging in places as far apart as 
France and the USA, as well, of course, Great Britain. 
 
 

Cheryl Culver 
 
Cheryl had work in British Landscape Art, Denbies 
English Vineyard, Dorking, Surrey from 9

th
 to 22

nd
 July, 

and with the Pastel Society at Orange Street Gallery, 
Uppingham, Rutland from 4

th
 August to 1

st
 September. 

Cheryl will be having a solo exhibition at the Russell 
Gallery, Putney in June 2008. 
 

Julian Halsby 
 
Julian took part in the Summer Exhibition at the Sadler 
Street Gallery in Wells which is one of the West 
Country's leading figurative galleries.  
 

 
 
 
Laura taught oil painting at London day Institutes for 
twelve years before she fell victim to ME in 1982 for 
which there is no known cure and has struggled with its 
debilitating symptoms ever since.  But apart from her 
family her life is devoted to her painting and it has been  
a matter of great satisfaction to her to have been a full 
member of the RBA since 1994 and to have its yearly 
exhibitions as a showcase of her work.  Her one regret 
is that due to her disability she can no longer easily 
attend its functions and mix socially with fellow painters. 
 
However her eye is as good as it ever was and if her 
production has inevitably slowed in later years she 
continues in the great tradition of combining in paint in 
her own individual way those values of light, tone and 
colour that have been the concern of the true artist 
throughout the ages.  
                                                                  John Hardy 
 

 
 

 
Miranda Halsby 
 

Miranda showed her prints at the Sadler Street Gallery 
and will be exhibiting recent etchings and aquatints at 
Abbott and Holder Ltd., 30 Museum Street (opposite the 
British Museum), from 8

th
 to 17

th
 November.  The 

exhibition is available on line at:   
www..abbottandholder.co.uk. 

As AGBI steward for the RBA Miranda was delighted  

with the generous response from members and would 
like to thank you all very much on behalf of the Institute.  
Please don't forget, if you wish to make a formal 
donation for the coming year, please do so before  
the end of March ó08, and if you can, fill in a tax 
declaration form, which you can get from Miranda  
at: mirandahalsby@yahoo.co.uk

 

Laura at work in her studio on a large canvas 7ô6ò 
x3ô6ò.     Composite of children playing entitled óAnd 
the little ones leapt and shouted and laughedô. 
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                       The de Laszlo Association:  A visit to Pelham Place. 
 

                
 
 
On the 1

st
 September we made our way to Hampshire to 

visit Pelham Place, the home of Damon and Sandra de 
Laszlo.  Damon de Laszlo is the grandson of Philip de 
László the noted painter and one of our past RBA 
Presidents. 
 
The house is impressive with gothic features and set in 
remarkably lovely grounds, with rolling lawns, a formal 
rose garden with a fish pond, and intimately planted 
spaces within a larger garden and wooded area. 
 
On arrival we had our picnics and explored the grounds 
to discover the sculptures.  We entered the wood by a 
glass door which was set into an undulating wall, and 
within we discovered walkways which led to modern 
sculptures in clearings and amongst the trees.  There 
were also unusual follies, and in an adjoining field a full 
size helter-skelter used as a bat house.   It was quite a 
magical experience.   
 
After the break, we assembled in the entrance hall  
where Sandra de Laszloôs explained that it is her lifeôs 
work to catalogue and research the vast quantity of 
paintings, drawings and letters left by Philip de László.   
 
We were able to examine closely his drawings and 
paintings when we were taken on a tour of the house, 
and as Sandra explained his approaches and 
techniques, her personal touch gave us more of an 
insight into the motives of this famous painter. 
 
 
 

 
All too soon it was time to go home.  We had had a 
lovely day, which was enhanced by the generosity and 
warmth of both Sandra and Damon de Laszlo, and the 
outstanding artwork that we had seen, as well as their 
amaizing collection of sculptures.   
 
It was so nice to meet Members of the de Laszlo 
Association socially and in such lovely surroundings 
 

                                                                                  Carole Hubble 
 

 

 
 

Members of the de Laszlo association enjoying a visit to the 

family home. 


