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This year Romeo is standing down as 

President of the RBA.  During his 

tenure he has worked tirelessly to 

promote the Society as well as pro-

tecting the integrity of its standing 

within the FBA and other societies.  

Under his leadership Council Mem-

bers have worked hard to move the 

Society forward, with the ultimate 

aim of improving the exhibition  

opportunities for our members.  He 

and the Council have also actively 

sought other venues and galleries for 

us to exhibit in.  He also leaves the 

Society in a healthy financial state 

which in these uncertain times is a 

comfort.      

His enthusiasm and genuine passion for the RBA and what it has to 

offer, has resulted in gaining the Society valuable sponsorship, much 

of which has been gained through supporting young people in educa-

tion in alliance with the RBA. He believes that the future lies with the 

younger generation, and would like to encourage more young people 

to exhibit with the RBA.  

 

                         Farewell to our President Romeo di Girolamo 

Over the past few years he has been responsible for  arranging       

and liaising with the Astor College, to put on a childrenôs             

exhibition drawn from various schools, to be shown at the same 

time as the RBA Exhibition. These have been a great  success, 

with a lot of interest shown by other agencies and sponsors. 

Because of this, this year it is to be extended as a Nation-wide 

Exhibition to be  shown in the summer. Chris Russell, Head of 

Astor College, is sponsoring the exhibition by hiring the Mall 

Galleries for the show, which will be held in association with 

the RBA. 

In honour of Philip de Laszlo, the President and Council               

inaugurated The de Laszlo Association for members to meet 

artists informally. The RBA continues to value the generous 

interest and support of Damon and Sandra de Laszlo. 
 

Thanks must also go to Romeoôs wife Megan.  Megan, who as   

a talented sculptress, has supported Romeo and the Society in  

so many ways. She has always been there to help during our              

exhibitions, as well as at our social occasions. 
 

Romeo still intends to continue to support the RBA through 

education and other ways.                                                                                           

Carole Hubble 

 
Presentation of the de Laszlo 

Award  

Arthur Lockwood  receiving his medal and  generous cheque from Damon de 

Laszlo.  A group of Arthurôs large watercolours made an impressive and popular 

feature at our exhibition. 

De Laszlo Award winner of 2009 

Congratulations to Hilary Frew 

for being elected our next prize 

winner.  We look forward very 

much to having more of her  

excellent sculptures on show at 

our annual exhibition next 

year.   

óDance in Winterô bronze.  

Hilary Frew. 

 

Candlelit Supper 

The supper was held as usual on the last Saturday of our         

exhibition and was once again a great success.  Eighty members,    

exhibiting non members, friends of the de Laszlo Association, 

family, friends and FBA staff met around large tables adorned 

most beautifully with white cloths, candles, bottles, olives and 

bread and together indulged in a glorious feast produced superbly 

as last year by Renzo.  Romeo gave a speech, this being his last 

as President, and warmly thanked members of the Council and 

all attending who have worked so hard for the Society over the 

year. A raffle was held on behalf of the AGBI and the de Laszlo    

Association  and the princely sum of £280 was raised.  Many 

thanks to both Carole Hubble and Miranda Halsby for not only 

organizing it but for the wonderful work they both do for such 

worthy causes over the year, and to the seven RBAs who      

generously donated their work. 
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Christmas Buffet Lunch 

Our very enjoyable lunch was held at the Mall Galleries on the 

12th December.  It was attended by members of our Society and 

of the de Laszlo Association who came along in numbers to-

gether with the FBA staff.   

Once again the food was excep-

tional and many thanks to members 

of the Council for providing it. 

Ronald Morgan was awarded the 

Astor College for the Arts Award 

which is given for service to the                                             

Society, and presented with a lovely 

shipsô decanter by Chris Russell. 

A raffle of a bottle of Champagne 

was held by Miranda Halsby in aid                                                

of the AGBI and a tidy sum was 

raised. 
Ronald Morgan RBA, ROI, 

with the shipsô decanter. 

RBA outing to Deal, Kent 4th October. 

Huge thanks to Carole 

Hubble and husband Dave 

for opening up their beau-

tiful home and studio to a 

pack of eager RBAs and 

members of the de Laszlo 

Association. 

The weather was         

autumnally chill and damp   

outside but compensated 

in full by the warm          

welcome and generous 

hospitality of our hosts. 

After a tour, which        

included a look at some   

impressive paintings by 

Carole, we congregated 

around the large dining 

room table which groaned                                                                  

under the weight of      

delicious food and wine. 

Amongst us Guy Portelli fresh from his success with the BBC       

Dragons, Martin Leman with a clutch of softly shaped stones 

from an early walk on the beach in his pockets to paint, and 

Peter Kelly, who worryingly fell hard, breaking his glasses and 

drawing blood. Thankfully however, back on his feet after    

treatment from a paramedic, Peter was able to rejoin us, and we 

hope that long before this newsletter comes to print, he will be 

fully repaired. 

This was our second hugely successful outing, with our first to            

wonderful Julian and Miranda Halsbys in Sherborne last year, 

and we are very much hoping to arrange a visit up north in 

2009. 

 

Our Hon Secretary Judith Gardner pre-

senting  Carole with a bunch of flowers 

from those present. 

Guy Portelli  

Guy showed two new pieces for the first time at the RBA, from 

his óHeart Throbô Pop Icon collection.  óNight & Dayô (Frank 

Sinatra) and óMod Rockô (The Who) took centre stage and on 

Private View day the three Dragons from the BBC TV         

programme Dragonsô Den came with a film crew to see the 

work and were much impressed. 

Guy explained that his project has grown in both concept and 

ambition which is set to become the biggest exhibition to be 

staged in the UK on the theme of the Pop Icon and is to be held 

at the Mall Galleries in June.  

Guyôs work is to be shown alongside work by Sir Peter Blake 

RA, Miles Davis, Deborah Feingold, Karl Ferris, James       

Gilham, Bill Green, Jimi Hendrix, John Lennon, Dennis Morris, 

Terry OôNeill, Nick Tidnam and Albert Watson and promises  

to be an exciting exhibition. 

Guy Portelli with the óDragonsô Peter Jones, Theo Paphitis and James 

Caan together with our President Romeo. 

Demonstration during our exhibition 

James Horton VPRBA painted a costume model (Barbara 

Richardson) in the gallery on Monday 23rd March.   

It was very popular with both the public who came to watch and 

with several of the RBA members who joined in and drew.  A 

most enjoyable day and we hope to have more such events        

during our 2010 exhibition. 

James Horton 

painting the model.  

Early stages of the 

head and shoulders 

portrait. 
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Hilary Frew  

A London bank (INGS)  recently hosted a course,  organised by     

Parker-Harris, introducing sculpture and it's techniques to their 

bank employees during their two-hour lunch break, once a week 

for eight weeks.  The free opportunity was enthusiastically     

embraced, and all lunch breaks each week were oversubscribed 

with keen participants. Five sculptors from The Royal British 

Society of Sculptors, including myself, ran the sessions for 

groups of five, within the bank, and  everyone concerned     

enjoyed the experience. Clay modelling, plaster casting, wood 

carving and  cane-work were only a few of the sculptural      

avenues explored. October 2008 saw an exhibition at the bank 

on London Wall presenting the diverse and imaginative     

sculpture produced, and a number of people planned to        

continue  with the interest. 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Lockwood was elected the 2008 de Laszlo medal winner 

at last yearôs AGM.  He became a member of the RBA in 2001 

and was a council member from 2003 to 2006.   

Arthur studied book illustration at Birmingham College of Art 

and graphic design at the Royal College of Art.  He worked in 

London as a freelance designer mainly in publishing and for 

many years had a retainer with Penguin Books to design their 

illustrated education text books. 

He took early retirement and in 1987 returned to the Midlands 

to paint full time.  As a child he would accompany his father to 

paint the local scene.  Like his father Arthur paints in           

watercolour on location.  He chose to record the changes taking 

place in Birmingham and the Black Country.  These include the 

urban landscape, the demolition of nineteenth century buildings 

and the construction of new landmarks such as the Selfridges 

building in the Bull Ring, Birmingham.  Arthur also goes inside 

factories to paint the regions traditional metal manufacturing 

before they disappear. 

Over a hundred of these paintings were reproduced in a book 

óChange in the Midlands, Urban and Industrial Watercoloursô 

published by Sansom & Co. in 2007.  A review in the            

Birmingham Post said óIt is a wonderful book and a unique 

body of work.  There is a pleasing paradox in the fact that while 

each individual painting seems to set itself a modest task in  

dispassionately recording some generally disregarded aspect       

of West Midlands life, the overall project has taken on a heroic 

scale. 

Arthur was elected an Associate of the Royal Watercolour      

Society in 2006 and exhibits at the Bankside Gallery.  He is a 

member of the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists showing 

work in their Gallery near St. Paulôs Church, Birmingham. 

óSelfridges under Constructionô watercolour 400 x 610mm.                        

Arthur Lockwood 

Christopher Hall and David Eustace 

Chris and David shared a very successful exhibition at the       

Russell Gallery in Putney which finished on the 7th March.  

Both paintings illustrated below were to be seen at the Russell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

óEye of the Beholderô 

oil on MDF,              

12" x 12"                

David Eustace  

óLille -Brasserie Andreô oil 

20" x 12"                      

Christopher Hall. 

Peter was made an Honorary Member of the RBA last year, 

and has a lithograph reproduced in 2009 Tate Gallery Desk 

Diary.   

óSheep Coming in with the 

Weatherô  lithograph               

511 x 711 mm.                      

Peter Brook 

óReflectionô  Portland stone                       

27" high, 9.5"x 7".                                   

Hilary Frew. 

 

Peter Brook 

Arthur Lockwood  
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At the moment Anthony is getting ready for a one-man show to  

be held at the Fosse Gallery this spring. About thirty oil paintings 

will make up the show entitled óThe Romance of Lifeô; it opens 

on 26th April 2009 and runs for three weeks. The painting illus-

trated below is an example of recent work that will feature in the 

exhibition.  

The Fosse Gallery is in the Cotswold's, situated in Stow-on-the-

Wold, Gloucestershire. For over thirty years it has shown some    

of the most distinguished artists of our time. Artists like Laura 

Knight, Ruskin Spear, Mary Fedden, Carel Weight and L S 

Lowry. Founded in the mid-1970s the present owner joined in 

1998. Figurative and narrative art in mixed and solo exhibitions 

run throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Yates 

óCold Beachô oil on 

board 12"x 17½"              

Anthony Yates. 

 Pat Elmore 

Pat will have her sculptures for the second year running in 

the beautiful grounds of Showborough House by junction 8 

on the M5, from 9th April to 7th June-  website address:  

www.showborough.com., and with work in Post Modern 

Gallery, Swindon in March, and the Cornerstone Gallery in 

Didcot from 30th April to 31st 

May. 

 

 

 

 

Pat will also be participating in the 

West Berkshire & North Hampshire Open Studios from 4th  

to 31st May- website address: www.open-studios.org.uk., 

and from 2nd to 23rd May will have work in Turrill      

Sculpture Garden- website address:  

www.turrillsculpturegarden.org.uk,    

Continuing a very busy year Pat will be demonstrating at the 

Blenheim Palace óSculpture Trailô event on the Monday of 

the four day event from 22nd May.  Also with her work in 

Fresh Air 2009 for the Quenington Schools Trust from 13th 

June to 4th July-  website: www.freshair2009.com.  

A member of the Oxford Sculptors Group Pat has work on 

show at the Woodstock Museum and teaches from her studio 

at Longcot nr. Faringdon and her website address: 

www.patelmore.co.uk   

 

óFossilô  stone resin 

height 43cm.         

Pat Elmore. 

        

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Culver  

Cherylôs work was included in an article published in the April 

edition of óThe Artistô magazine, under the title óPastel  Show-

case.ô  Describing her working methods, Cheryl stressed the    

emotional content of her pastels and spoke of her love of the 

moods and uncontrollable forces that govern nature.  The       

finished work is reproduced below. 

In December of last year Cherylôs pastels were showcased in 

óThe Pastel Journalô issue no.59.  The article óLyric Journeyô 

written by Ken Gofton is beautifully illustrated and introduces 

those readers who live across the pond to one of our most       

inspired artists and to her rich verdant landscapes.  The        

magazine  is published in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA. 

Cheryl will be showing pastels in the annual Pastel Society       

exhibition at the Mall from 10th to 21st June. 

óAlways 

changingô       

pastel  on 

MDF board,  

22"x 22" 

Cheryl Culver. 

A friend of the Armstrong-Jonesôs contacted me through the 

RP to paint a joint portrait of Peregrine and his wife.  The 

portrait was discussed with them in London and the idea of 

painting them outdoors on their estate was adopted.  I made 

oil studies during two short stays with them despite          

Peregrine's busy schedule which was subject to change at 

short notice and also despite particularly bad weather.      

Sunshine, vital to the whole scheme in the end, had to be  

supplied by photofloods indoors, augmented by notes and 

photographs made in the rare moments of actual sun.  I 

painted the final portrait in my studio in London over some 

six weeks. The friend was delighted with it and its presenta-

tion was celebrated at the Armstrong-Jones's Chelsea home.  

David has a portrait accepted by the RP this year. 

óPortrait of         

Peregrine              

Armstrong-Jonesô          

oil on canvas,              

7' x 3'                   

David Miller. 

David Miller  
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Peter Kelly 

óInterior with Figures, 

San Giorgio Maggiore, 

Veniceô oil                 

32cm x 46cm.                      

Peter Kelly 

Peter had work in the Bankside Gallery Sunday Times Water-

colour Competition, and the Lyn Stainers exhibition 2008, as 

well as showing paintings in the Discerning Eye at the Mall 

and with the NEAC.  In September, he had paintings with 

Thompson  Gallery in Marylebone.  Peter also had a very    

successful show at Pelham Fine Arts in Little Waltham,      

Essex, in their óDoors to Domesô exhibition which opened on 

the 9th October and showed with Plus One Gallery in Pimlico 

from the 8th November in an exhibition held to celebrate the 

400th anniversary of the birth of Palladio. 

In December Peter exhibited his paintings with the Small 

Paintings Group when they held their exhibition at the       

Chappel Gallery and this year at Piers Feetham in January. 

At present he is showing a series of small paintings at John 

Adams Fine Art, Ebury Galleries, 200 Ebury Street, Wl.  

Peter is working on a commission for the FBA, painting a  

New York town house. 

Juliette Palmer 

In addition to having a painting selected and exhibited for the 

Sunday Times/RWS Watercolour Competition at the Bankside 

Gallery in September of last year, Juliette had a small drawing 

óSouthwold Jetty with Bountyô, chosen by Brenda Fenton for the 

Discerning Eye in November.  Also in November Juliette had a 

watercolour óSea Wall at Appledoreô included in the Lynn  

Painters-Stainers Prize exhibition at the Painters Hall. 

This year 2009 Juliette had one work selected for the 21st      

Century Watercolour Open Competition at the Bankside Gallery 

February/March and one work in the RI Annual exhibition at the 

Mall Galleries in April. 

From 24th April to 4th May and from 13th to 28th June Juliette 

will be opening her studio.  Email: palmer@melmott.fsnet.co.uk  
óOulton Crossingô Lowestoftô watercolour 82x 49cm                                     

Juliette Palmer 

John McCombs 

John is the likely candidate for the post of new President of the 

Manchester Academy of Fine Arts.  The election takes place in 

April this year.  The Academy is the most prestigious art society 

in the North of England and this year celebrates its 150th      

anniversary.  It has had many famous Members from the time of 

Ford Madox Brown to L.S Lowry.  Sir Kenneth Clark was a 

Trustee and Sir Winston Churchill had been elected Honorary 

Vice President of the Society in 1952. 

In the meantime John has had his óWinter Exhibitionô at his own 

gallery in Delph, showing oil paintings of the village of Delph 

and the surrounding Pennine landscape throughout the seasons.  

Also the exhibition included figure works representing the social 

and working life of the village, and finished on 22nd March.  

From 28th March to 17th May John will be having a Spring  

Exhibition at his gallery. 

Johnôs website address is:  www.johnmccombs.co.uk 

óWinter Landscape, Delphô oil on card laid on board 12İ"x 17"                          

John McCombs 
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Dover Federation for the Arts Award  Not yet announced  

Artist Magazine Award      David Sawyer 

Daler-Rowney Painting Award   Derek Daniels 

Davison Award (oil painting)    Chris Aggs 

de Laszlo Award      Hilary Frew  

Edward Wesson Award (watercolour)  George Large 

Frinton Gallery Award      Geoffrey Chatten 

Gordon Hulson Memorial Prize   Alex Rooney 

G.Vivis Memorial Award     Jeremy Galton 

Marianne Von Werther Memorial award   Not yet announced     

NADFAS Sculpture Award    Hilary Frew  

Russell Gallery Award     Barbara Richardson     

Surdivall Memorial Award     Oliver Warman 

A & K Wilson Gallery Award     Guy Portelli   

Woodhay Gallery Award    Sponsorship for catalogue 

West Rise Academy     Guy Portelli       

Arts Club Award       Chris Myers  

Congratulations to all the award winners at our 2009 Annual 

Exhibition  

 

 

James had an exhibition at the Chappel Galleries in Essex in 

the autumn of 2008 and travelled to Indian to paint the High 

Commissioner during October and November. 

At our annual RBA exhibition held recently he                

demonstrated how to paint a head and shoulders portrait in 

front of a keen audience. 

James Horton Ronald Morgan 

In January through to February Ronald showed with the Small 

Paintings Group at their annual exhibition at the Piers Feetham 

Gallery in Fulham, and will be showing again with the Group 

when they have their exhibition in September at the Russell      

Gallery in Putney.   

Late in April Ronald has paintings in the ROI exhibition at the 

Hawker Gallery, and will have his work in the óVenice in Perilô 

exhibition at the Patterson Gallery. 

óThe Thames & 

Richmond Lockô 

oil 76 x 66cm    

Ronald Morgan 

óIn Front of the 

Beach Huts, 

Walberswich     

33 x 28cm                 

James Horton 
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Alfred Daniels  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two organisations have been very beneficial to my career as a painter, the AGBI (Artists' General Benevolent Institution) and DACS (Designers and 

Artists Copyright Society). 

DACS AGBI . 

óWestminster Bridgeô oil 48" x 24" by Alfred Daniels.  Originally 
commissioned by Jeffrey Archer in 1977 of a view from his flat.  However as 

he wouldnôt pay it was sold to the GLC for their collection.  When the GLC 

was disolved they gave the painting to the Guildhall Museum where it 

remains.  The painting is now to be included in a new book on London. 

A new version of the work was commissioned in 2008 by George Sinclair. 
An old advert for the centenary of the AGBI taken from Punch            

April 8th 1914. 

In the 1950s the chance of selling pictures by young unknown artists was 

slim.  However we discovered one exhibition that did.  It was called  

Pictures for Schools, and as its name implied sold mainly to education 

authorities.  The only proviso was that the work had to be moderately 

priced, usually at about 25 gns. The exhibitions went on showing work 

well into the sixties then stopped.  Then in the nineties I discovered that 

the paintings owned by these authorities were being sold off and were 

appearing in the action rooms of Sothebyôs, Christies and Bonhamôs for 

sums as large as £2,500, and we artists could do nothing about it. 

It happened then that a new European law was passed giving artists the 

right to a percentage of the resale price, which we all agreed to, and as 

all the dealers disliked it, if it hadnôt been for DACS, many of us would 

not have been aware of what was happening, and more importantly how 

to recover what was due to us. 

Payback 

DACS also have a Payback service, in which they collect any copyright 

fees that have accrued during the year, from reproductions in books, 

magazines or cards.  Artists and designers, sculptors and illustrators own 

the copyright of any work they have produced.  They can charge a fee, or 

not.   

However fees can amount to a tidy sum if not collected, and the DACS  

Payback scheme can do so on our behalf thus saving time and trouble. 

Consequently from my experience I would advise all members to join 

DACS because they can be so helpful with the problems of copyright 

and resale. 

The Address to contact:                                                                           

Design and Artists Copyright Society,                                                         

33 Great Sutton Street, London, EC1V ODX                                         

Telephone:  020 7553 9062                                                                     

Email address:  payback@dacs.org.uk 

After being elected to the RBA in 1983 I developed cataracts in both 

eyes.  The eye clinic at Charing Cross Hospital said nothing could be 

done until the cataracts matured.  Subsequently they got worse.  I     

couldnôt afford private treatment, as dealing with cataracts in the mid 

eighties was much more complicated than it is now, so I had to put up 

with it and the fact that I could hardly see to paint.  I was advised to  

contact the AGBI. 

They quickly arranged for me to see a consultant in Harley Street who 

was very helpful in giving me suggestions of what I could do to improve 

my sight without having an expensive operation.  However the cataracts 

got worse.  The AGBI subsequently arranged for me to see another        

specialist in a clinic near the Imperial War Museum.  He was much more 

concerned about my career as an artist and contacted the head of the Eye 

Clinic at Charing Cross Hospital.  In a few weeks I was in the hospital 

and had my eyes operated on under the NHS. 

The AGBI had told me that if the NHS wouldnôt operate on my eyes, 

they would pay for me to have it done privately.  It only meant form  

filling.  But as it turned out it wasnôt necessary.  Nowadays a cataract 

operation takes half an hour each eye with a local anesthetic.  But the 

results were amazing, I could see better than before and my sense of  

colour and detail was perfect, all because of the help the AGBI gave me 

when I needed it.  Consequently I would advise all artists who get into 

financial difficulties because of health problems to contact them for help, 

because they will always give to deserving causes. 

Contributions to the AGBI can be made through our                              

Society representative:                                      

Miranda Halsby RBA,                                               

Old Hall, 101 Newland,                                                  

Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3DU.    


